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Dear colleague:








January 2009
The global economic crisis is placing tremendous pressure on the funding of academic and government scientists. For example, the state of California has withdrawn $750M from the UC/Cal-State system in this year's budget; other states are doing similar things. Given the global economic downturn, it is very likely that attendance at international scientific conferences will be significantly reduced in the next few years. This will affect the 37th International Conference on Vacuum Ultraviolet and X-ray Physics, especially attendance from the US. 

Recently the projected attendance at the 37th Vacuum Ultraviolet and X-ray Physics (VUVX2010) has been reduced to 350 from the 600 delegates used in budgets presented at our meetings at the Berlin VUV14 and Paris X-08.  The revised planning will have provision for handling the originally projected 600 delegates, but, given the economic situation, we must take a conservative approach.

With the change in projected size, the original location for the meeting, the Telus Conference Centre in the resort town of Whistler, BC, became totally un-affordable – the projected deficit was CDN $100 K. Alternative locations in Whistler were investigated, and a more reasonable location was identified. However even with the lower cost location, the projected deficit was larger than CDN $40 K. In the last few months the campus of the University of British Columbia (UBC) in Vancouver, BC was explored as an alternative.  There is very suitable space – modern lecture rooms and common spaces – at UBC and the conference budget can be balanced with only 350 delegates.  In addition to making the conference fiscally viable within the conference registration fee of CDN $600, there will be a significant cost advantages for attendees. At UBC, attendees will have access to very economical accommodation ranging from traditional student residence room at $40/night, to high quality, fully contained studio and 1-bedroom apartments at $100 - $120/night. The significantly reduced accommodation cost, along with travel savings (getting to/from Whistler - Vancouver costs $150), means that the average delegate will spend $400 less with the conference at UBC than the original Whistler location.


There are a lot of other positive factors about the shift - Vancouver is one of the most beautiful cities in the world, UBC is one of the best universities in Canada, and the UBC campus is spectacular – see http://www.students.ubc.ca/youbc/va/virtualtour/ for some photos. 

If you would like to discuss this matter, further please contact us.

We look forward to your assistance over the next 18 months in planning the scientific program and to meeting with you at VUVX2010 on the UBC campus in  Vancouver, Canada, 11-16 July, 2010 !

Frank Larkins
Chair, VUVX  International Advisory Board
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